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1. THE COMPETITION  

 

1.1 The competition will be known as the “New Zealand Law Foundation National Young 

Lawyers’ Mooting Competition” and be referred to as such in all marketing and other 

material.  

 

1.1.1 The name of the competition may be amended or added to by the National Convenor to 

reflect sponsorship, funding and support arrangements from year to year.  

 

2. INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION  

 

2.1 These Rules apply to the regional mooting competitions and the national mooting 

competition (where this is being run in any given year) conducted between the winners of 

the regional competitions. References to “the competition” in these Rules means either the 

regional or national competition.  

 

2.1.1 The National Convenor may modify these Rules to any extent he or she considers 

necessary to conduct the national competition. Any modifications must be drawn to the 

attention of the competitors of the competition.  

 

2.2 Any question of interpretation of these Rules is to be determined by the National 

Convenor. The decision of the National Convenor on a question of interpretation is final.  

 

3. GOVERNANCE AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

 

3.1 There will be a National Convenor for the competition.  

 

3.1.1 The National Convenor is primarily responsible for organising and conducting the 

competition in accordance with these Rules.  

 

3.1.2 There may be one or two National Convenors.  

 

3.1.2.1 If there are two National Convenors, they must act by consensus between 

themselves.  

 

3.1.2.2 Singular references in these Rules to the National Convenor include the plural.  

 

3.1.3 The National Convenor may act as he or she sees fit in matters not provided for in these 

Rules, with the following limitations:  

 

3.1.3.1 The National Convenor must act in accordance with the letter and spirit of 

these Rules.  

 

3.1.3.2 The National Convenor must act in accordance with any decision he or she 

has made about a question of interpretation of these Rules during the course of 

one competition.  

 



3.1.4 For each region where a regional competition is being held, one or two Regional 

Coordinators will administer that competition in accordance with these Rules.  

 

4. TEAMS AND ELIGIBILITY  

 

4.1 Each team will consist of two competitors.  

 

4.2 Entry to the competition is restricted to people who are either:  

 

4.2.1 currently undertaking a professional legal studies course with either the College of Law 

or Institute of Professional Legal Studies or persons who have completed such a course 

but have not yet been admitted as lawyers; or  

 

4.2.2 lawyers within their first five years following admission.  

 

4.3 People seeking entry to the regional competitions must have their attention drawn to all of 

the dates in the regional competition and the national competition, including of any training 

sessions or similar. People unwilling or unable to comply with those dates will not be 

eligible to enter the competition.  

 

5. COMPETITION STRUCTURE  

 

5.1 The regional competitions will consist of one preliminary round, one semi-final round and 

one final round.  

 

5.2 At the discretion of the regional coordinator for that region, there may be fewer rounds.  

 

5.3 Preliminary round  

 

5.3.1 Each team will compete in one moot in the preliminary round.  

 

5.3.2 Each team will receive a team score in accordance with rule 12.2.  

 

5.3.3 Each moot will have two or three teams competing in it.  

 

5.4 Semi-finals  

 

5.4.1 There will be two semi-finals with two teams in each semi-final.  

 

5.4.2 Each team will receive a team score in accordance with rule 12.2. 

 

5.4.3 Each team that won their preliminary round will gain entry into the semi-finals round. 

 

5.4.4 Where a team did not compete against another team in the preliminary round (for 

instance, due to the opposing team pulling out), the place in the semi-finals will go to 

the team that received the highest score in the preliminary round that did not 

automatically qualify for the semi-finals.   

 

5.4.5 The semi-finalists must be randomly allocated to one of the semi-finals and parties, 

unless there is an even number of appellants and respondents, in which case all teams 

will continue to act for the party they did in the preliminary round. 

 

5.4.6 The Regional Coordinators must use their best endeavours to ensure that at least one 

judge judges both semi-finals. However, the semi-finals may be conducted otherwise 



than in accordance with this rule if the National Convenor determines in his or her 

absolute discretion that it is not possible to comply with this rule.  

5.5 Regional Final 

5.5.1 The two teams with the highest scores in the semi-finals will gain entry to the regional 

final, in accordance with rule 5.5.3. For the avoidance of doubt, two teams who 

competed against each other in the semi-finals may be the regional finalists.   

5.5.2 There will be one regional final for each region competing. 

5.5.3 The “break” system to determine the regional finalists must be conducted as follows. 

The steps in the break system must be applied in sequential order in the order set out 

below to gradually eliminate teams as far as is necessary until the requisite number of 

teams is reached:  

5.5.3.1 The two teams with the highest team scores from the semi-finals will be the 

regional finalists. 

5.5.3.2 If there are not two clear finalists following the application of rule 5.5.3.1, 
then, of the remaining teams tied on the lowest team score, the team(s) with 

the highest team score recalculated to exclude the marks for written 

submissions for each counsel will be the finalists.  

5.5.3.3 If there are not two clear finalists following the application of rule 5.5.3.2, 

then, of the remaining teams tied on the lowest team score, the finalists will be 

determined by the score given to each team by any judges that judged both 

semi-finals.  

5.5.3.4 If there are not two clear finalists following the application of rule 5.5.3.3, 

then, of the remaining teams tied on the lowest team score, the finalists will be 

determined by a coin toss.  

5.5.4 Each team will receive a team score in accordance with rule 12.2.  

5.5.5 The team with the highest team score will be the winner of the regional competition. 

5.5.6 The finalists must be randomly allocated to each side of the final, unless both teams can 

continue representing the party they did in the semi-final. 

5.6 National Final 

5.6.1 The national final will be held between one Northern and one Southern team (the areas). 

5.6.2 The Northern team will be from the Auckland or Waikato/BOP regional competitions.  

5.6.3 The Southern team will come from the Wellington/Manawatu, Canterbury/Westland or 

Otago/Southland regional competitions. 

5.6.4 The areas can be adjusted at the discretion of the National Convenor following 

consultation with the Regional Coordinators. 

5.6.5 For each area, one judge must attend all regional finals. That judge will, at their sole 

discretion, determine the top team from that area to compete in the national final. 



5.6.6 Each team will receive a team score in accordance with rule 12.2.  

 

5.6.7 The team with the highest team score will be the winner of the national competition.  

5.6.8 The national finalists must be randomly allocated to each side of the final, unless both 

teams can continue representing the party they did in their respective regional final.  

 

6 RELEASE OF PROBLEMS AND DRAW  

6.1 There will be one problem throughout the course of the regional competition, including at 

the regional final. 

 

6.1.1 Despite rule 6.1, participants in the semi-final round and final round may receive further 

instructions requiring additional preparation for each round.  

 

6.2 A different problem may or may not be used as between the regional competition and the 

national competition at the discretion of the Convenor of the National Competition.  

 

6.3 The problem must be released at least two weeks before the first day of the preliminary 

round.  

 

6.4 The National Convenor is responsible for ensuring the quality of every problem used in the 

competition.  

 

6.5 The draw must be released at least 24 hours before the first day of the preliminary round.  

 

6.6 The National Convenor may provide teams with electronic copies of relevant authorities 

but is not required to.  

 

7 REQUESTS FOR CLARIFICATION OF PROBLEM  

7.1 Requests for clarification of a problem must be directed to the National Convenor.  

 

7.2 The National Convenor will determine whether or not to issue a clarification, and what 

form the clarification will take.  

 

7.3 In determining whether or not to issue a clarification, and the form of any clarification, the 

National Convenor shall attempt to enlist the advice and approval of the person responsible 

for drafting the problem.  

 

7.3.1 As a general rule, the National Convenor should not issue a clarification without the 

advice and approval of the person responsible for drafting the problem. 

 

8 WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS AND LISTS OF AUTHORITIES 

  

8.1 Submission of written submissions  

 

8.1.1 The deadline for submission of written submissions will be determined by the Regional 

Coordinator (or by the National Convenor in relation to the national competition) and 

notified to the competitors on the day the problem is released in.  

 

8.1.2 Teams may not amend or in any way alter their submissions subsequent to submission.  

 

8.1.3 Teams participating in the semi-final round and the final round will be required to file 

submissions for each round. These may be modified from previous rounds as each team 

sees fit.  



 

8.1.4 Written submissions must be filed by email to an email address specified by the 

Regional Coordinator or National Convenor prior to the deadline.  

 

8.1.5 Written submissions must be served on a team’s opponent in a moot by copying the 

opponent into the email specified in rule 8.1.4. This must be to an email address 

specified by the opponent team to the Regional Coordinator and provided to each team 

in the regional competition by the Regional Coordinator. 

 

8.1.6 Competitors in the national competition will comply with all directions regarding the 

timing and manner of filing and serving submissions as directed by the National 

Convenor.  

 

8.2 Form and content of written submissions 

 

8.2.1 Written submissions must briefly contain:  

 

8.2.1.1 an outline of the structure of the team’s submissions; 

 

8.2.1.2 the major arguments raised; and  

 

8.2.1.3 allocations of speaking time between counsel.  

 

8.2.2 Written submissions must comply with rule 9 of the Court of Appeal (Civil) Rules 2005 

except that the Court must be referred to as specified in the problem.  

8.2.3 Written submissions must be no more than 8 pages in length (excluding the front page 

and list of authorities).  

 

8.3 Authorities  

 

8.3.1 Teams must include a list of the authorities cited in their written submissions as the last 

page of their written submissions. 

 

8.3.2 The problem or accompanying instructions will specify if the moot is open authority or 

closed authority.  

 

8.3.2.1 An open authority moot means that teams may, but are not required to, 

conduct additional research outside of the authorities specified in the 

problem.  

 

8.3.2.2 In a closed authority moot, teams are strictly limited to the authorities cited 

in the problem. Teams may refer to authorities referred to within those 

authorities but only to the extent they are referred to in the permitted 

authority.  

 

8.3.3 If the problem is open authority then, despite anything contained in the problem, teams 

are each strictly limited to 10 additional authorities not cited in the problem.  

 

8.3.4 If teams do cite additional authorities in their written submissions, electronic PDF 

copies of each additional authority must be filed along with the written submissions.  

 

8.3.4.1 Despite rule 8.3.4, teams must not file electronic copies of any authorities 

that are either:  

 



8.3.4.1.1 referred to in the problem (whether or not they have been 

provided by the National Convenor in accordance with rule 6.6); 

or  

 

8.3.4.1.2 filed earlier by an opponent team in the same moot.  

 

8.3.5 The Regional Coordinator or National Convenor may prepare tabbed bundles of 

authorities for judges. If the National Convenor prepares tabbed bundles of authorities, 

the Regional Coordinator or National Convenor must make the index to that bundle 

available to teams in the relevant competition. Teams are not required to file a bundle of 

authorities.  

 

 

9 CONDUCT OF THE MOOTS 

 

9.1 Teams must bring to each moot and hand to the registrar:  

 

9.1.1 three hard copies of their written submissions; and  

 

9.1.2 three hard copies of each of any additional authorities cited in accordance with rule 8.3.  

 

9.2 Counsel must robe. 

  

9.3 After formal introduction to the Bench each team will have 40 minutes to present their 

case. The time may be divided between senior and junior counsel 20/20, or 25/15, or 15/25. 

The division of time must be specified in a written submission.  

 

9.4 Each moot will have a person acting as Registrar of the Court, who will keep time.  

 

9.5 A warning will be issued with 2 minutes to go and when the allocated time for each team 

member is up.  

 

9.6 There will be no extensions of time.  

 

9.7 There will be no right of reply. 

 

9.8 Teams will be expected to abide by their written submissions wherever possible. However, 

departure from written submissions is permitted.  

 

10 MATTERS NOT TO BE RAISED IN WRITTEN OR ORAL SUBMISSIONS  

 

10.1 Teams must assume that any facts stated in the problem are correct.  

 

10.2 Jurisdiction of the Court to hear the case must be assumed.  

 

10.3 Teams must argue only the specified grounds of appeal. Teams may not seek leave to 

amend the grounds of appeal or similar.  

 

10.4 Teams must assume the law is as stated at the date specified in the problem or, if no date is 

specified, at the date the problem is released.  

 

11 JUDGES  

 



11.1 There will be one or more judges (up to a panel of three judges) per round in the 

preliminary round, semi-final round and regional final. There will be a panel of three 

judges for the national final.  

 

11.2 In accordance with rule 5.4.6, the Regional Coordinator must use their best endeavours to 

ensure that at least one judge judges both semi-finals. However, the semi-finals may be 

conducted otherwise than in accordance with this rule if the National Convenor determines 

in their absolute discretion that it is not possible to comply with this rule.  

 

11.3 Judges must be current or former members of the judiciary, legal practitioners, legal 

academics or others with a demonstrated experience in judging the competition.  

 

11.4 Judges must not announce the result at the conclusion of the round, but are encouraged to 

provide constructive feedback to the competitors as they determine appropriate.  

 

12 ASSESSMENT 

 

12.1 Judges must fill in a mark sheet for each counsel and award each counsel a mark out of 

100. These marks will be allocated as follows: 

 

12.1.1 Written submissions – 15 marks 

 

12.1.2 Development of the arguments in oral submissions – 30 marks  

 

12.1.3 Responding to questions from the Bench – 30 marks  

 

12.1.4 Speaking ability and delivery – 25 marks  

 

12.2 The Judges must calculate the team score after each moot. The team score is the mean 

average of the two scores awarded to a team’s individual counsel. 

  

12.3 Judges must not award a tie on team score as between the two teams in a moot. In the event 

of a tie between both teams in one moot on team score, the Judges must decide on a winner 

and adjust the counsel and team scores accordingly.  

 

12.4 Where a panel of judges disagrees over the result, the decision of the majority of the judges 

will prevail. If the panel consists of an even number of judges, they must reach consensus 

on the result.  

 

12.5 Scores will be submitted by the Judges to the Regional Coordinator at the conclusion of 

each moot.  

 

12.6 Scores must not be announced after a moot.  

 

12.7 Scores and score sheets will be made available to the teams by the Regional Coordinator 

but only after the participants in the next round have been announced or, in the case of the 

final, the winning team is announced.  

 

13 COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN NATIONAL CONVENOR, REGIONAL 

COORDINATORS AND COMPETITORS  

 

13.1 In all communications between the National Convenor or Regional Coordinator and any 

competitor or competitors, including release of the problems and draw and requests for 



clarification, the National Convenor and Regional Coordinator must be aware of the need 

to ensure no team obtains an unfair advantage.  

 

13.2 Without limiting this general rule, the National Convenor will:  

 

13.2.1 ensure that any communication to a competitor that is relevant to other competitors is 

communicated to all competitors; and  

 

13.2.2 ensure to the greatest extent possible that all competitors receive communications at the 

same time.  

 

14 SPECTATORS AND SCOUTING  

 

14.1 All rounds should be open to the public. 

  

14.2 Team members or persons affiliated with any team may only attend preliminary round 

moots in which their team is competing.  

 

14.3 Spectators may not communicate with team members during the progress of each round, 

nor shall they disclose confidential information (for example, details of a scenario) to that 

team, or any other team, for the duration of the competition.  

 

 

 

 

15 OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE 

 

15.1 Teams may not enlist the assistance of any other person in the research or preparation of 

arguments for the mooting problem, in any of the preliminary round, the semi-final or the 

final.  

 

15.2 For the avoidance of doubt, this rule does not prohibit teams from receiving assistance on 

matters of technique from any mentor provided as part of the competition or from any 

other person.  

 

16 DIRECTIONS, PENALTIES AND DISQUALIFICATION  

 

16.1 The National Convenor may, at their discretion, and either on their own initiative or 

otherwise, issue any directions or make any decision of any kind relating to the 

competition at any time. For example, the National Convenor may issue a direction that 

any competitor, team or person perform any action or refrain from performing any action. 

This rule is subject to anything specifically provided for in these Rules.  

 

16.2 Teams must act at all times in accordance with the directions of the National Convenor, 

who may impose penalties in accordance with rules 16.3 and 16.4 for any failure to 

comply.  

 

16.3 The National Convenor may, at their discretion, and either on their own initiative or 

otherwise, impose any penalty on any team that:  

 

16.3.1 is late in submitting written submissions or attending rounds; or  

 

16.3.2 in any other way breaches the rules of the competition as set out in these Rules; or  

 



16.3.3 acts in any other way that, in the opinion of the National Convenor, is contrary to the 

spirit of these Rules and the competition.  

 

16.3.4 The penalties that may be imposed by the National Convenor under rule 16.3 include, 

but are not limited to: 

 

16.3.4.1 disqualification; or  

 

16.3.4.2 a reduction in score; or  

 

16.3.4.3 any other penalty or combination of penalties the National Convenor sees fit.  

 

16.4 Any decision of the National Convenor under this rule is final.  

 

17 APPEALS  

 

17.1 Appeals about the conduct of any competitor, team or person must be lodged with the 

National Convenor.  

 

17.1.1 Appeals may be lodged relating to the conduct of the National Convenor with Bronwyn 

Jones, NZLS, subject to rule 16.4.  

 

17.2 Appeals must be lodged in writing. 

 

17.3 Appeals must be lodged at the earliest possible opportunity. The National Convenor may, 

at their discretion, decline to hear an appeal if they consider it was lodged too late in the 

circumstances.  

 

17.4 The National Convenor will hear the appeal and, if possible, hear from any respondent or 

other relevant person and determine the appropriate course of action in his or her discretion 

and in accordance with these Rules.  

 

17.5 The National Convenor may do any or all of the following:  

 

17.5.1 Issue any direction or make any decision in accordance with rule 16.1.  

 

17.5.2 Impose any penalty on any competitor or team in accordance with rules 16.3 and 16.4, 

including disqualification.  

 

17.6 Any decision of the National Convenor under this rule is final.  

 

17.7 For the avoidance of doubt, a team may not appeal against the decision of a judge on the 

substantive merits of a round.  

 

 

Confirmed by: 

        Cassandra Kenworthy 

        National Convenor 

        19 April 2018 

 

 


